September 12,2013

CALIF ORNIA

The Honorable Jerry Brown, Governor
state of Calitornia

State Capitol, Fisst Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

Phe California Waterfow! Association (CWAS Urges you to sign mito law S5 749 CWolk ) which would
promote increased wildhife conscrvation elforts on both public and private fands,

Spectlically, SB 749 would do the following:

¢ bncourage private lindowners to voluntarily establish 'ag‘lzm{i nesting cover on lands fallowed as

a result of a bona tnic water frans m, his would particularly benelit local waterfow! and uplan

I

gamcebirds which nest adjacent to rice fields and other agricultural arcas. 1t is also consisient with

the habitat goals and objeciives of im, implementation Plan for the Central Valiey Joini

\/v nture—a public/private partnership (which includes the Department of Fish and Wildlife
FW)) dedicated to implementing the North American Waterfow! Management Plan within our

L ‘entral Valley.

@ nd the sunset for the “accidental take™ provisions under the California Endangered Species
/\u {{j SSAG EE‘;is«; proviston would remove the disincentives for farmers and ranchers creating
abitat for h reatened and endangered spu;'ca by protecting them from hability created il they
inadvertently take a species, The bill also further clarifies the definition of accident.

°  Provide statutory authorization for DEW to use agricultural lease monics fos the operations and
maintenance of s State Wildlife Arcas. Because a significant portion of these state lands are
managed as hab imt for waterlowl, pheasants and other ;(mzd rds, the bill would help ensore a
more reliable funding source for the conservation of these species.

# Empwx ¢ the administrative process for listing species under CESA, including requiring peer
review of DFW's status review of species proposed for listing under CESA.

‘or these reasons, please sign SB 749 into law.
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