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Waterfowl stay busy 
during Summer, from 
hatching and raising 
babies, to shedding 
and re-growing all its 
feathers to prepare for 
the rest of the year. 
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Hen Mallard sitting on her nest. 

Drake mallard in the process of molting 
its worn feathers, getting ready to make 
new, strong and bright feathers. 
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 California has lost more than 90% of its original wetlands and only 
has less than 1% of its native grasslands left!  This is a huge problem 
when it comes to our waterfowl trying to find a good place to live and 
nest.  Waterfowl typically start nesting anywhere between mid-March to 
July.  We know that not all waterfowl are the same, and that goes for 
where they like to nest as well.  Ducks, geese and swans can be separated 
into upland, overwater and cavity nesters. 

Upland Nesting 
 

 Most dabbling ducks, such as 
mallards, blue-winged teal and 
pintails are considered upland 
nesters.  These waterfowl will 
make a shallow depression in a 
field or grassland to start the nest 
building process.  

Cavity Nesting 
 
 Cavity nesters include wood ducks, 
buffleheads and hooded mergansers to 
name a few.  These nests are typically 
made in holes found in dead or decaying 
trees.  CWA�¶s Wood Duck Program 
makes artificial nest boxes for our be-
loved wood ducks.  This program helps 
hatch around 30,000 ducklings every 
year! 


