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There are many bird species in the
world. Even a group of birds, such
as “ducks,” can be split into many
different species of ducks. Each
species has its own unique
adaptation to survive, besides the
ones it shares with its bird cousins.

Fun Facts!
Some ducks have serated
egdes like a knife on their
bills to help them catch
fish.
Not all birds can fly!
To
name
one,
penguins! Can you
name another?
Wood Ducks are one of
North America’s most
colorful birds!

Our Feathered Friends
A bird has two wings, feathers, a beak, lays eggs, and is warm-blooded, but are all birds
the same? Do all birds fly? Everywhere around the world you can find different kinds of
birds, each with their own unique
characteristics that make them special
and worth protecting. For example,
flamingos have tall legs to stand in the
shallow water, and sandpipers have really
long beaks to pick their lunch hidden
beneath the beach sands.
Birds can look different in a wide
variety of ways. They can have different
feathers, feet, beaks and so forth. For
Penguins swimming with their wings
example, talons are better for gripping
branches and prey, whereas webbed feet are good for swimming through water.
Furthermore these adaptations are not limited to purpose and body type. Penguins don't
swim through the water by moving their feet. Instead, they use their wings to “flap”
through the ocean, which gives them the appearance of flying underwater. In this way,
penguins can chase fish just as fast as any other sea dwelling animal.
Wood ducks have both curved toe
nails for gripping branches and webbed
feet for swimming. Their beaks have
become bills to help them feed in the
water. They have lamellae or comb-like
structures in their mouth for filtering
bugs. Beaks of birds vary in size,
structure, shape and more. Small beaks
might be good for insects, while larger
beaks might be good for breaking open
seeds.

Every species of finch has a slightly different beak for eating
different seeds.
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Materials:
1 square
piece of paper

