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“Tell me, what is it you plan to do
with your one wild and precious life?”
~ Mary Oliver

WELCOME TO OUR IMPACT SUMMARY FOR WINTER 2019

In honour of Mary Oliver who left this world
on the 17th January may we all live our one
wild and precious life with radical intent.
Image courtesy our Artist Partner, Gill Bustamente

WELCOME LETTER FROM OUR CEO
For a Nature-based organisation, we have had a very real winter!
Winter is such a powerful call into the darkness and provides a
natural space for deep enquiry and listening. So much change is
happening quietly under the still surface of the earth, and so it has
been with TreeSisters; germination that will allow for the
emergence of radically new approaches, infrastructure and
intentions in the spring.
Our current website has been dying a not very graceful death
over the last year, and a brand new website has been being
planned, and now built, during the quiet time. It is due to be
launched in April.
Creativity within the network has been flourishing into song.
We’ve been collectively gestating pathways into greater
connection with trees that also bring women together doing
things that they love. ‘Sing for the Trees’ has been gathering
momentum and will also come topside in early March on
International Women’s Day. It’s a powerful way of literally
using our voices on behalf of what we most love.
As the IPCC and WWF reports finally placed trees and
reforestation firmly onto the climate agenda, we’ve been
increasingly approached by businesses wanting to plant with
us. Interestingly the first to show up have been pipeline
companies (as in oil), timber and then a couple of very green
companies owned by not so green companies. We’ve found
ourselves deep inside a winter maturation process. We’ve been
sitting with our values, our mission, the voices and feelings of
the network, and the state of the world.
The essence of TreeSisters is the invitation to ‘make it as
normal to give back to Nature as it currently is to take Nature
for granted’. We sit with the clarity that everyone needs to be
giving back through trees. Yet not everyone is aligned with our
values or the deep planetary love held by our treesisters. We
are tasked with finding a compromise.

The reality is that ‘Nature excludes no-one’,
we’re all warming our world, everyone has a
right to plant trees and our role is to normalize
‘giving back to Nature’ as a cultural shift to
restoration. This requires some of the huge
corporate players to make a radical change. At
the same time, there are companies out there
who’s way of being in this world is simply not an
energetic match for TreeSisters.
By the time our next report comes out, we’ll be
able to present a very clear strategy and
position! Meanwhile, we’re leaning into the role
that TreeSisters plays in opening hearts and
minds, seeding powerful invitations of radical
generosity and being a leader in what’s possible
through grassroots intention and action.
With 3.9 million trees now in the ground, we’re
digging deep into possible new tree planting
projects in Mozambique, Haiti, Papua and
elsewhere. We’re looking ahead to what could
be a green and leafy year within TreeSisters
(with a fully functioning website that will be
more than a liberation for our team!). Thank you
for being with us and let’s see what magic we can
manifest together this year!

In sisterhood and for the trees,
Clare Dubois
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QUICK FACTS
Tree Projects
Trees funded October to December: 604,059
Total number of trees funded to date: 3,950,563
Reforestation partners: 4
Ecosystems being restored - 8 within 6 countries
Countries we’re impacting: Madagascar, Brazil, India, Nepal,
Cameroon and Kenya

Other Charitable Programs
Grove Tender group participants: 800
Water Carriers: 87
Nest Members: 1,100 & Growing

Organisation
Volunteers: 31
Reach of social network: 262,000 individuals across 46 countries
Monthly Donors: 3,188

Reforestation
Program Impacts
Image credit: Eden Reforestation Madagascar
In this edition of our Impact Report, we want to give you an idea of the
scale and planting at each of our projects and how this has progressed
over time. TreeSisters began by funding Project Green Hands in India
and we been successfully funding their project since the beginning. We
now assist 59 farmers in regenerative agroforestry.

N.B. *2018/19 number are to December 2018 with 3 months of tree funding still to be completed

In 2015/2016 we began partnering with Eden Projects
and started to fund mangrove trees in Madagascar. We
have now funded a total of 2,317,583 mangrove trees.
2016/17 was a big year and as our donor’s increased, so
did our commitment to finding new projects. We added
projects with the International Tree Foundation (ITF) in
Kenya and WeForest in Brazil. To date, we have funded
the planting of 658,302 trees with these projects.
Last year in 2017/18, we added a further 4 projects:
• A dry deciduous project with Eden in Madagascar;
• A project to help endangered forests and species in
Cameroon with ITF;
• Cloud Forest in India with WeForest; and
• A further agroforestry project with Eden in Nepal.
In total, we have funded the planting of 669,793 trees
with these new projects. Each month we fund more
trees across our 8 projects. In 2018 we funded the
planting of 2.2 million trees and we anticipate that this
financial year we will fund over 2.5m.
Detailed project descriptions have been recently been
posted on the website here. From this page you can
discover our new project in Nepal, our project in eastern
India, and our 2nd project in Madagascar. These will give
you a deeper understanding of the project context (why
we are doing this there) and of this approach which is
very different from one project to another.

Image credit: xxxxxxx

Reporting our impact - focus
on the number of trees funded
The projects that TreeSisters fund have environmental goals that go
beyond the number of trees funded. This metric does not encompass
the plant and animal biodiversity that’s also being protected and
nurtured, nor the related environmental impacts (watershed
replenishment). Not to mention the socio-environmental benefits that
are accomplished through these projects. However, this ‘funded trees’
metric gives a sense of TreeSisters’ action to re-robe the tropics with
trees across a variety of projects.
The number of trees funded are trees that are potentially establishing;
meaning growing roots and trunks and branches, thanks to the level of
funding received. It is a direct conversion of the level of funding into a
number of potentially establishing trees.

Funded trees can be seen as a “purchase order” to be
honoured. Each project has its own price per tree, which is
essentially the global project budget divided by the number of
trees. When you make a donation of $10, TreeSisters converts
it into the number of trees funded by dividing your donation by
the price per tree. If $1 per tree, you essentially fund the
establishment of 10 trees. Every quarter, we update our
accounting table and communicate a projection of the annual
number of funded trees thanks to the current level of funding
with the tree counter here.
It is important to note that this metric is time limited. The
figure becomes obsolete after about 10-20 years. The tree
seedlings that are planted and the seeds that are naturally
germinating and growing tree seedlings during the project
funding period, are not necessarily representative of what the
forest will look like 25 years from now. Through time, some
species that were initially planted will start decreasing in
number and be replaced by other species. Some species will
start dominating in sizes. The number of trees understorey will
start decreasing drastically. Hence, the structure and the tree
species composition will be very different when the forest
reaches a more mature stage in about 40-50 years since the
first trees’ establishment.
The number of trees funded is more accurate for projects that
work towards a number of trees goal. That’s the case with
projects that use Assisted Natural Regeneration (ANR) —a
forest recovery method which aims to help forests recover or
regenerate faster than they would naturally and with low
interventions. It consists of suppressing any factors that
prevents tree seeds from germinating, surviving, and growing,
and thus stopping forest to from taking root. In this case, the
cost per tree relates to the recovery activities that are
implemented to ensure the target goal, and the trees may take
2-3 years and up to 25 years to become established.

However, these “regenerating” trees are more abstract to envision.
Which is why ANR projects follow a longer and more advanced
monitoring and reporting scheme. As an illustration, WeForest’s Brazil –
Restoration of the Atlantic Forest project (described here), ensures 5year maintenance and field-based monitoring including: tree density,
floristic indicators; tree composition through the Shannon-wiener
diversity index; measures of tree cover through basal area and/or canopy
cover. Monitoring also includes remote sensing assessment of
percentage of change over time until end of funding.

Are the number of trees funded planted already?
In fact, they are not all planted. We sometimes oversimplify for
communication purposes by using the simple term: “planted trees”.
However, it entails ‘established’ and ‘establishing’ trees —some planted
and other potentially “regenerating” (under ANR) as our Tree Project
Partners establish the trees that you fund in two different ways:
• through planting out tree seedlings which were raised in tree nurseries.
Sometimes without a nursery phase
• through ANR. Without this assistance, natural forest recovery would
take many decades to start up.

Hence, a lot of care and monitoring is needed in the first years of tree
establishment, as well as tree replacement when losses occur. As an
illustration, the International Tree Foundation project in Kenya, agreed
to address tree mortality by planting replacement trees when the
survival rate is less than 90%. They are prepared to predictable damages,
but for obvious reasons they can’t replace beyond to a certain damage
extent (that would not be predictable and will not be financially possible).
For tree seedlings that are part of agroforestry schemes—trees that are
intercropped with the farmers’ own crops for the first years of the trees
establishment, the tree seedlings are taken care of by the farmers
themselves.
While the majority of the funded trees are already established and
establishing, some of the trees are not yet in the ground. Some will be
planted within a year. Others will grow at the pace of Nature under ANR
and may take several years to fully establish.

Trees that are already in the ground
As of today, 85% of the overall trees that have been funded are already
in the ground or waiting in tree nurseries for the coming planting season
to be transplanted.
This is the case for:
• Project Green Hands in India here,
• Eden Reforestation Projects in Nepal here;
• Eden Reforestation Projects in Kalamboro, Madagascar here;
• International Tree Foundation in Kenya here;
• Eden Reforestation Projects’ dry deciduous forest restoration in
Madagascar here.
Most of our tree planting projects have already planted out the number
of trees funded during the last quarter or they securely keep the tree
seedlings in a tree nursery on hold to be planted at the next planting
season (to ensure the best conditions for survival and establishment).

How can they be so responsive? Tree planting projects that have been
operating for over 5 years are able to respond immediately to an
increase in donations to a certain level. They often have a reserve of
tree seedlings that are ready to be planted. They can start delivering
the “purchase order” right at the project’s onset. As an illustration, all
communities involved in mangrove restoration in Eden Reforestation
Projects in Madagascar, collect mangrove propagules throughout the
year. They store bags of mangrove propagules sorted by species, ready
to be planted by the time they receive their first funding when the
project started.

Trees not yet in the ground
Waiting Period
As of today, there is a waiting period for 5% of the total of our trees
funded before the projects can start delivering. This is the case for “The
Mount Bamboutos Initiative - South West Cameroon project”
described here. Projects are not necessarily all operational at their
onset. While we only engage with new partners on operational and
running projects —that have been in existence for at least 5 years and
have achieved measurable impacts, we may engage with our current
trusted and tested partners, based on a proposal. That is possible only
if the project is based on the collaboration with a local experienced and
successful organization with proven past experience from past and/or
pilot projects that ran for at least 5 years and has achieved measurable
impacts.
While all the proposed activities to be carried out not unknown to the
project proponent and associated experienced local partner(s), the
project team will have to build the necessary project’s capacity and
supporting systems at the project onset, by to teaming it up with
additional partners for integration purpose, recruit more people (staff
and labour), set-up the tree nurseries, training people, acquire the
required materials for the tree nursery and onsite restoration works.

In these cases, there may be a time delay before the tree seedlings can
be raised and planted in the field. It can take up to 6 months to grow the
required number of tree seedlings agreed upon with TreeSisters. If the
planting season corresponds to the time the tree seedlings are ready to
be transplanted to the wild, it is perfect timing. If not, the tree seedlings
will have to wait in the tree nurseries for the coming planting season.
This means that planting can occur between 6 months and a year on
average after project start.
Let’s illustrate that further with “The Mount Bamboutos Initiative South West Cameroon”. TreeSisters has been involved with the project
holder, International Tree Foundation (ITF), in Kenya since September
1st, 2016. While ITF is working for the first time in Lebialem,
Cameroon, the work is executed by Environment and Rural
Development Foundation (ERuDeF) which is a non-profit founded in
1999, dedicated to the conservation of wildlife, and protection of
fragile environments through research, training, education and
community engagement.
The first tree seedlings will be planted April-July 2019, so a bit more
than 1 year after project’s start ( April 1st, 2018). What has been
achieved so far? From the project’s onset, TreeSisters’ funding has been
used to establish the tree nurseries and run other project activities as
described in the blog here. Tree seedlings have been raised in the tree
nurseries from collected seeds, and naturally germinated seedlings
(wildings) have been collected from nearby forest areas. These are
waiting for the coming wet season to be transplanted to the field.

Assisted Natural Regeneration
As of today, trees (potentially) regenerating under ANR method
represent 10% of the total of our funded trees.
This is the case for 2 projects:
• WeForest in the Khasi Hills here;
• WeForest in Brazil here.
Under ANR, it is going to take time for the forest to take root and thus
time before the number of trees funded all establish one after one.
Forest will regenerate at an accelerated pace, following forest
succession—a natural gradual process which leads to a stable oldgrowth forest which implies species composition and structure change
over time.
In fact, projects that conduct ANR forest recovery work towards a
defined restoration goal that is to reach the same tree density and
composition as neighbouring natural forest over a defined period. As
an illustration, our partner WeForest, does this in Brazil. They work
towards reaching the same forest composition and structure as in the
neighbouring old-growth remnant Atlantic forest in 25 years
(approximately 1,500-2,000 trees per hectare)
What are they doing then with our donations? Essentially, ANR
projects help seeds germinate and ensure tree seedlings’ survival and
growth, by counteracting limiting factors such as lack of beneficial
shade. As an illustration, our partner WeForest in Brazil does the
following:
• area isolation and protection (fencing and firebreaks);
• increasing incoming seeds brought by birds;
• keeping invasive African grass and tree leaf-cutting ants off the
regenerating trees;
• and providing the people with (in-kind) incentives or support to keep
them away from the regenerating forest.

Q&A
“When I donate to TreeSisters, I’d rather purchase a tree that’s planted
rather than regenerated through ANR (Assisted Natural Regeneration.”

Well ... think twice! It is important for you to understand that our tree
planting projects plant a majority of native pioneer species or fast
growing native species to shade out and cover very degraded lands, in
order to jump start the process of natural forest succession. This
means that all trees that get planted will be replaced after some years
by other native tree species that will germinate and grow when the
forest reaches a more mature stage. As a consequence, the trees you
think you’d planted will be bypassed by Nature herself. Nature will
continue the forest restoration work, recruiting more trees, both in
count and number of species than our projects. Something we are not
able to do ourselves; something bigger than my “personal credit”.
Moreover, it is important to note that ANR is known as a cost-effective
carbon uptake method in comparison with regular planting projects.
The restoration success is higher in terms of biodiversity and forest
structure in ANR in comparison with projects which only plant trees.
Moreover, trees established from ANR are stronger because they are
more locally adapted with a stronger root system in comparison with
transplanted tree seedlings where root systems get damaged, which is
particularly important in the first years of tree establishment.

Image credit: xxxxxxx

Our commitment to our tree planting projects is based on your monthly
commitment to donate and for that, we are so grateful as are the
projects.
When you directly fund our organisation then you are assisting us to
engage with more individuals, and to spread the word through
education about how funding trees each month has a direct impact on
so many lives and ecosystems. We would love to call in 5,000 monthly
donors, so that we are able to add additional planting projects in
Indonesia and the Amazon and increase the number of individuals we
can assist as well as increase our overall tree funding numbers. These
two regions emerge as our top priorities - critical carbon stocks and
sinks, with high biological values. Furthermore, we would love to fund a
project serving indigenous people in the Amazon, as they are
considered the best hope for the conservation of the Amazon, as
several studies* have found the deforestation rate was lower than
outside, and very close to deforestation in protected areas.

How Women and Togetherness are
Re-robing Mount Kenya in Green
Publication in Commonwealth
Forestry Association Newsletter
In December, Lauriane Cayet, our Reforestation Director, and
Wanda Kurzweg-Swaffield, one of our committed reforestation
volunteers, wrote a piece called: “How women and togetherness are
re-robing Mount Kenya in green” for the CFA (Commonwealth
Forestry Association) newsletter which came out in the same
month. We thought we would share an extract from their piece for
you here:

“Forest restoration is taking place in the Mount Kenya Forest Reserve 4
managed by the Kenya Forest Service (KFS). The area is under Natural
World Heritage Site designation, on areas designated for regeneration of
the degraded forest. TreeSisters is currently funding the restoration of
2,827 hectares within 3 different sites - equivalent to 4,000 soccer fields
or the size of Amsterdam Airport Schiphol. We fund forest restoration in:
1. Magaca (Irangi Forest) located in South-East Mount Kenya
representing our most humid sites;
2. Kahuri (Ontulili Forest) our highest(almost 3,000m)and driest
site on the Northern slopes of Mount Kenya as it falls within the
rain-shadow of the mountain;
3. Lower Imenti (1,300m) in a highly populated and cultivated
region, which is also a corridor for elephants migrating from the
drylands to the Mount Kenya forests.

Forest restoration is done through the work of community members,
either in the form of Self-Help Groups or groups affiliated with
Community Forest Associations. Their work is supported by local
non-governmental organizations - Mount Kenya Environmental
Conservation (MKFC) at the Magaca and Mount Kenya Trust (MKT)
at Lower Irnenti and Kahuri. Specifically, MKT supports members of
Community Forest Associations in Kahuri to plant indigenous trees
through the "Tree Establishment and Livelihood Improvement
Scheme", which enables them to plant trees along crops in designated
areas until the tree canopy closes up. The farmers plant and take care
of the indigenous trees, under important support and monitoring
from MKT.

The project especially places the women at the heart of the effort as
the "green agents of change". At least 50% of the community
members involved in the project are women. They are deeply
involved in seeds collection, running tree nurseries and planting out
the grown seedlings. “ And you can find the whole article here.
A huge thank you from all of our projects.

Charitable Program Impacts
Over the winter we have been dreaming and seeding intentions for our
current programs. We have been updating those programs and building
our community in the Nest. We have now invited the wider TreeSisters
community into the Nest and have lots of new offerings there, including
groups held by volunteers and a marketplace for women to bring
forward their activation from the Inner Journey.

The Groves
Our Groves
program has just
launched for the
New Year with a
New Moon Call
sequence, as well
as a completely
revamped
Groves guide.

Our Full Moon calls are also changing shape as we finish our current
Inner Journey series. We are moving our Inner Journey group into the
Nest with a fresh name - the Forest Floor Sisterhood. The Inner
Journey Group in Facebook has become the TreeSisters Welcoming
Circle, where we are showcasing our work and welcoming women into
our eco-system through our Radiant Branches series, which go live
every Friday.
Find out more on what is a lot of change and a real refresh to our
programs here.

Groves Impact Story
Over the last eighteen months, our Groves project has been supporting
many treesisters from our network to step forward as Grove Tenders
and create a local TreeSister women’s circle in their local area. These
circles vary from small intimate meditative gatherings to large Groves
taking extensive reforestation action locally.
One of the ways that we support women to find their way as Grove
Tenders is to offer monthly support calls, namely, our Grove Tender
Wisdom Circles. These online calls are an invitation for anyone at any
stage of Grove Tending to lean into the supportive community of
treesisters around the world who are exploring feminine Nature-based
leadership through circle work.
All of the calls start with a mediation that leads into an exploration of a
particular aspect of holding circle, be it creating a safe space, holding
boundaries, going deeper into sisterhood, moving towards taking action
together or simply looking after ourselves. Many Grove Tenders have
shared what a difference it makes to be part of a global network of
women offering this work and how the monthly calls are instrumental in
gaining confidence to create and sustain a local Grove.

‘I nearly always listen to the recordings even when I’ve attended the live call. I
find them soul nourishing, I love knowing that there are so many women
around the world holding circles and hearing bits of their experiences’. ~
Denise Morley, Grove Tender in Australia

What we have seen from experience is that there are particular
points in the journey of being a Grove Tender where a little extra
support makes a huge difference. At the beginning it can feel very
supportive to know that many other treesisters have also walked this
path of stepping out into a more visible role, feeling and facing all
that this entails. Then a few gatherings down the line it can be
common for questions to arise as your circle finds its way with
attendees moving through a period of testing out commitment.
Thirdly it is common for circles at some point to find themselves in
transition when things want to deepen, change or clarify and these
times again can raise questions and sometimes doubts for those in
the roles of Tenders. At these times, having a community of other
Tenders to gather with and lean into can make the difference
between a circle taking root and becoming more solid or dissipating
and dissolving altogether.

‘The calls are so useful and vital for people like me who haven’t been
exposed or experienced any kind of circle in this lifetime but who also
“know” it is there deep in our DNA and is wanting to be remembered and
activated’ ~ Karen Jackson Grove Tender UK

Gathering in Community
We are thrilled to report that our new online TreeSisters community the Nest - has grown from the seed of an idea Clare planted many
years ago, into a robust and leafy sapling. Over 1100 women have so
far joined the Nest from almost 60 countries. From the USA to South
Africa, from Uruguay to Uganda, from Peru to Poland, the women are
gathering!
We know (from our experience with the Inner Journey Facebook
group) that women who feel supported and encouraged by one
another, find the courage to take action in the world. In the Nest, we
are able to focus that support and encouragement around our many
different groups and topics. The network is blazing a trail of courage
and radical action and we are increasingly astonished and delighted
with the activities that women are initiating within their local
communities.
Meggie: ‘I love the vibe in the Nest & also really appreciate that when I’m in
there I’m not on Facebook. It somehow feels even more safe & nurturing’

Our vision is that our global community come together in the Nest to
inspire each other, to mobilise, to create local community, to build
resilience in the face of climate change, to sister one another, and to keep
taking the steps that are needed to bring our world back to thriving.
Those steps might be through art or activism, policy change and research,
meditation and intention, community building, volunteering, local tree
planting, calling women together in circle, and of course, funding trees in
the tropics. We are a diverse and amazing community, and the Nest is a
forum for all of our ponderings, actions, collaborations, and discussions.
All of our Facebook groups (except the Welcoming Circle) have now
moved over to the Nest - Heartwood Volunteers, Grove Tenders,
Pollinators, and the Australia/New Zealand group. We know that change
isn’t easy - we’re all facing it every day as the Earth changes around us.
Moving to the Nest has also had its challenges. Learning a new system
can be uncomfortable, especially when so many of us are so used to
Facebook. We want to share with you the heartening words of treesister
and change catalyst, Carol McClelland Field, Ph.D. She wrote them in the
TreeSisters Welcoming Circle on Facebook about the move to the Nest.
They are a clarion call for all of us to embrace change.
“Perhaps there is a gift within this transition that allows us to build our
capacity for change, our capacity to evolve into different circumstances with
grace, and our capacity to let go of the banks of the known to flow where life
takes us.

If you are afraid, uncomfortable, unsure, frustrated, angry, name any other
emotion you feel...is there something you need as you evaluate your next steps?
How can the sisterhood support you at this time? Do you have questions? Are
you holding assumptions that may or may not be true?
Would having a buddy help as you make this foray into the new community?
Would chatting with another treesister offer support? Do you need a tour of the
Nest?
Is it a matter of reaching into yourself to find your courage to take a step you
didn't ask for, you may think you can't master, or you can't yet see how it can be
as nourishing as this space?
The other side holds potential we can't define because we will co-evolve it, just
as we did this space.
What if facing your feelings of discomfort open you to new levels of yourself
that free you in ways you can't imagine?
I have had the opportunity to experience a lot of change in the last few years
where I stepped into a new life. I know it expanded my capacity to flow forward
with more ease than ever before. This is not how I have lived earlier in my life.
I have also been a treesister for several years. Each year has brought new
opportunities that are amazing and life-evolving. And each year has brought
stretches, discomfort, and deepenings along with different containers and
structures.
This is all a gift that allows each of us to expand and grow in ways we can't
imagine at first. We are stronger and deeper together.”
To join the Nest community, please visit https://www.treesisters-nest.org. Once
inside, choose Topics and Start Here to orient yourself in our very own
treesisters community. See you there!

Singing for the Trees
This year on International Women’s Day (8th March), treesisters around
the world are gathering to Sing for the Trees. To date we have women
from 12 countries registered for this very special, nourishing event. We’re
singing for the trees to:
• build hope and resilience in our local communities in the face of climate
change; and
• raise awareness of the crucial role of trees as buffers against climate
change, and the important role of women in the restoration of the world’s
forests.
We hope to create a beautiful film from round-the-world footage on the
day, that will be an inspirational resource moving forwards.

Celebrating your giving
For every £1/$1 USD donated to TreeSisters, we can fund the planting of
2.5/ 3.3 trees. A huge thank you to the 27 Women who have fundraised
for us via Facebook birthday fundraisers since December - funding 16,224
trees and counting! This radical generosity is helping to regreen our planet
and we wish all of you with Birthdays in December and January many
happy returns. Thank you for sharing the love.

Organisation impacts
Our new website will be going live in April. We are confident that it will
provide our donors and our users a much better experience when you
interact with us. We have been very busy over the winter months thinking
about how you use our website and how we can create a welcoming
experience, that enables you our users to access all of the information
you need and connect to us with ease.

WELCOMING NEW FACES SUZI STEER & JEN STEVENS (SMITH)
Over the winter we have welcomed Suzi Steer to the
team. Suzi is Partnerships and Education Manager with
TreeSIsters. She is a mother, secondary school maths
teacher and founder of the Tree Conference. The Tree
Conference provides a forum for conservationists,
foresters, planting project leaders, scientists, artists and
tree speakers to highlight the benefits of trees. The Tree
Conference includes working with news, media & tree
NGO networks to highlight emergent science and
inspiring planting projects. To learn more, visit:
www.thetreeconference.com.
Suzi brings this work to TreeSisters to support the
evolution of a global network of people working with and
on behalf of trees.

Jen Stevens (Smith) works as the TreeSisters Social and
Communications Manager. Previous to joining
TreeSisters, Jen worked at large technology firms and
brings with her 7 years experience of digital marketing,
advertising and best practice. Jen has a passion for all
things digital and social, having worked at Twitter for 3.5
years. Jen has partnered with some of the largest brands
in the UK to develop innovative and integrated social
media campaigns. Jen joined TreeSisters after spending 6
months traveling and volunteering in South America.
During this time Jen saw first had the effects of
deforestation on local communities, animal life and
landscapes. Jen experienced a direct call from mother
nature to protect and honour the earth. Jen is based in the
UK, on the border of England and Wales near to the
Shropshire Hills. When she isn’t tweeting, creating and
posting, Jen enjoys long walks, horse riding and dog
training.

WAYS TO PROVIDE SUPPORT AND CONTRIBUTE
TO OUR GROWING MOVEMENT
Become a monthly TreeSister member and plant leafy green trees! Join our
3,000+ Members by signing up here.
Become a WaterCarrier! Are you a small business owner? Contribute a portion of
your business profits to the trees. Please visit our Water Carrier’s program
webpage or contact Terra at support@treesisters.org.
To Fundraise in aid of TreeSisters please check out our new fundraising
webpage with helpful tips and to register your event.

Thank you!

Leafy Fun Fundraising Ideas - From our Fundraising Pack
Grow your own forest: Gather your friends and become a grove of
forest funders. Together you will plant more trees than if you were
alone. This is a great way to fundraise in sisterhood and to
collectively make a difference.
Gift giving: TreeSisters has a great selection of gift cards for any
occasion. Why not encourage your friends to give TreeSisters gift
cards during the holiday season?
Organise an expert: Invite an expert on the environment, trees
specific to your area, or an expert to speak on climate change or
feminine leadership to speak in your local area, sell tickets and
introduce TreeSisters at the same time. A fabulous way to bring
together community and fundraise.
Plant sale: plant your seeds of intention, nurture them & watch them
grow before entrusting them to others.
Sponsored events: walking meditation, runs, dances for the forests,
108 sun salutations.

A night of fresh and foraged food: if you like to cook and know how to
get a hold of home-grown or foraged food, this is a great way to bring
people together and talk to them about the importance of caring for our
planet. You could charge by the head or ask for donations at the end.
Nurture Days: find a venue, invite teachers to offer their gifts in service
to your cause (yoga, dance, guided meditations, etc) and invite women
to come enjoy and donate.
Open house silent retreat: you could open your home up for a silent
retreat event (perhaps one day or a weekend) and ask for donations at
the end.
Host an art, personal growth or professional development workshop:
and donate the proceeds.
Evenings of art, music, poetry, comedy: you could hire a venue, host it in
your favourite place in nature, or in your home or garden.
Make Fairy Houses or Bird Houses with kids: invite the children in your
community along with their parents and ask for donations for your
cause.
Would you like to make building the TreeSisters movement a core part of your
philanthropic strategy? Contact Louise Tarrier at louise@treesisters.org,
about a major gift or foundation grant, provide a legacy to trees with a gift in
your will or join us as a corporate sponsor.
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